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The Pleasures Of Reading

An eight year old boy remarked to his teacher in all sincerity, “you have taught me the most wonderful thing in the world, the ability to
read”. Millions of men, women, boys and girlswill agree unanimously with this statement. Thisis because reading has been universally
acclaimed asthemoOst enjoyabl e, interesting and pleasurabl e of exerciseand pastimesby theyoungand old alike.

My owninterest in reading dates back totime, when asathreeyear oldtot, | brought anewspaper and enthusiastically proceeded to read a
page, holding the newspaper upside down. Since then my parents and teachers have wisely enlightened me concerning the mysteries and
magic of reading. | have sincethen derived more pleasure, enjoyment and knowledgefrom reading than from any other activity.

What isthismagnificent process of reading which astonishestheilliterate and that cultured people everywhere holdin such highregard? It
could be described asamental processof interpreting print whichisaspecific form of learned behavior. But reading issimply apleasureto
me.

I, myself being akeen and voraci ousreader, hasbeen astoni shed at the speed at which my eyestravel over printers ink. Thisskill at reading
isevident eveninatenyear oldimmersedintheadventuresof Dr. Doolittle or ateenager sailing through space viasciencefiction.

Of al this skillsan average person learnsin alifetime, the ability to read easily headsthe list becauseit isthe most pleasurable and most
universal. | have always regarded it s pleasure to English with its flexible sentences and rich vocabulary. This language has given me
immense pleasure. Other languagesmay be spoken among alarger population but Englishisthebest.

People all over the globe read for pleasure, recreation or to satisfy the curiosity; some read because they just can't be without doing it.
Relaxing with any pursuit. Reading is an enjoyable activity asit has the power to lift the reader out of daily cares and tensions and also
refreshhismind.

Reading canalso haveit'sill effects. To apersonwho hasbecome addicted toreading. | tisthe ultimate satisfaction hecan cravefor. Sucha
person may read eventhelabel of abottle of medicineto satisfy hisneed. Butif indulgedinwith certainlimitsno activity canrival reading.

To even an average reader like myself it is difficult to write down the pleasurable of reading, because the world of literature with its
characters so diverse asthey are colourful, can never be appreciated to thefull. But when looked at from the point of view of ateenager, the
task can be accomplished with acertain degree of success.

Reading during childhood year can be divided into two periodsie. The primary stage upto twelve years and the teens. For the younger
children reading isadiversion not to be missed. Whether afolk- tale or amodern story, books stimul ate the imagination of children. The
worldof fairies, giants, elves, gnomesand magi c carpets, isexclusivefor young boysand girls.

A good story isrelived again and again by any little child who understandsin hisown way, what theworld of bookshasin storefor him. To
deprivelittle children of these storiesis unthinkable, because they derived alot of pleasure form stories. Thisis because they need these
healthy means of escapefrom theadult world.

For themodern teenager thereisavast amount of reading material to choosefrom. These can beclassified asclassics, fiction, plays, poetry,
biographiesand al so magazinesetc.

Literary classicsare unquestionably regarded aswhat they are called; thisisbecausetheir quality has never beenin doubt through the ages.
Masterpieces like “David Copperfield” “Silas Marner”, “Treasure Island” “The Lady of the Lake” and “Prisoner of Zenda’, have
stimulated and inspired millions of young people. The geniuses of authors like Robert Louis Stevenson, Jules Verne, Sir Walter Scott
Alexander Dumasand William Shakespeareisintheseclassics.

Thethree branches of fiction the novel, norellaand short story all illustrate the fact that the story teller isthe perennial delight of mankind.
Writerslike Maupassant, Shaw, and Voltairehave giventheworld ahast of great worksdesigned to entertain aswell aseducate.

Teenagers always love adventures. They know that ingredients like suspense romance intrigue and plenty of action are the essential
attributes of “smashing or super” adventures. Any adventure whether about pirates, heroes, cowboys or space, is quickly snapped up by
young readers. A suresign of having just read agood book istheface of ayoungster flushed with excitement.



Itisawell knownfact in parental circlesthat childrentendtolosstrack of timewhenthey sink their teethinto agoodtale. Luminariesarethe
world of crime detection fiction like Sherlock Holmes and Hercules Poirot would certainly gasp in dishelief if they have. Teenagers are
eaqually at homewith” whodunits” or talesof horror and theoccult. Some prefer spinechilling talesof vampire batsand werewol ves.

Humorousfiction hasgiven alot of pleasureto millionsof readerswho liketheir funny bonetickled al thetimeby suchimmortal characters
like Jeevesand Billy Bunter.

Historical fiction isanother branch of fiction (sometimes being seventy per cent yarns) which conjures up vivid pictures gallant knightsin
shinning armor, lovely princesses in distress, breathtaking chariot races and epic wars etc. Old epice like “Illiad and Odyssey” are books
which need nointroduction. These are still read and revered by millions. Recent novelslike“War and Peace” by Tolstoy and " Ben Hur” by
Gen. Lew Wallacearea soread severa timesby peopleto savor thefiner detailsinthem.

Thereare somereaderswho arefascinated by work of sciencefictionby suchwritersasArthur C. Clarke, wherethe supernatural blendswith
the technological advancement of 21 century man. Imaginative of the new generation with mind boggling tales of planets full of flesh
eating vegetablesand monsterswith eight legsand six eyes.

“Liveof great menall remindus........ " runsthelinesof afamouspoem. Thisisan apt description of what bookson history and livesof great
people contain. | have gained alot of satisfaction by reading of the exploits, intellectual accomplishmentsand wisdom of my idols; itisalso
enlightening to read about Albert Einstein, Abraham Lincoln, Winston Churchill, MahatmaGandhi etc.

Reading makes life a pleasure to live because it banishes ignorance and superstition while making a person's mind creative. When
something needsto befound out readingisthebest way todoit, from manual s, treatisesand other reference sourceson any topic.

Reading playsisvery enjoyabletoo. Those who are not fortunate these plays being performed can visualize the profound beauty of famous
plays by reading them. The use deviceslikeimaginary, figures of speech, dialogue and blank verse makesthe reader understand and enjoy
playsof thecaliber of “Romeoand Juliet” “ Macbeth” and*“ Julius Caesar”

Reading good poetry givesalot of pleasurefor countless people. For example Shakespeare's poetry can be appreciated for it'smeaningsand
word music,. Other great poetslikewordsworth, Milton, Byron, Shelly, Frost and Elliot areal so favoritesamong many readersof poetry.

Massreading isan integral part of reading matter today. But readers should try to select what one ought to read and what one ought not to.
Newspaperskeep usinformed on what isgoing oninthe spheresof world affairs, economics, politics, fashion and sports.

Sports literature has large following today. Ti is a pleasure to read about Sobers cricketing exploits. Pele's dribbling wizadry or Jhon
M cenroeslatest tantrum on atenniscourt or off it. Magazineslike* Thereaders Digest” “Time",” Life” and Newsweek” havebuilt upalarge
readership of peoplewho prefer to read about many topicsin acondensed form.

There has been avast transformation in the sphere of communication during this century. Some people have been naive as to predict that
readingwill dieout because of the massiveinflux of radio, television, and giveway to robot speakersand Dictaphonesin furniture. But man
can be confident that the written word will withstand the assault of other sophisticated methods of communication, reading will not be
obsol eteand continueto enlighten and entertain millionsof peopleintheyearsto come.

Reading should be regarded as means of education and communication. Reading can be harmful if it goesto the extent of actual addiction.
Reading matter should be selected very carefully; thiswill ensurethat thenobleart of readingwill livesaslong asman.

Nothing el se can surpasstherichnessof literary expressionfound in agloriousstanzaof poetry or apassage of flowing prose.
Reading will befostered by futuregenerationsasatreasure and flourishfor ever astheimmortal expression of anintelligent race- mankind
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